64            SIH RODERICK MUROHISON.           [me.

the Prince examined them. I was struck with his mathe-
matical knowledge, for on quitting Section A, at which
Whewell, who presided, gave a demonstration of a new
theorem, his Eoyal Highness explained what it meant to
his gaping attendants as we drove away to another room.
It was indeed the misfortune of this sensible and gifted man
to be surrounded by persons (as Humboldt foresaw long
before) who were so inferior to himself/'

The British Association was now fifteen years old. It
had come through its infancy so well, that there could foe
no doubt of its vigorous growth. Nevertheless, some of its
early detractors continued their opposition, to which piquancy
was given by the various ways in which derision and con-
tempt could be expressed. Among these persistent enemies,
the most conspicuous and formidable was the Times news-
paper, which had followed the Association with the most
uncompromising hostility, refusing at last to print the lucu-
brations of the philosophers unless inserted as advertise-
ments, but continuing its sneering paragraphs or contemptuous
articles. Some of the maligned body felt this keenly. They
could not realize that they had really a ludicrous side; that
their feasting and holiday-making, their frequent mutual
laudation, and, above all, the opening which their meetings
afforded for any hobby-rider to air his crotchets, were features
which could not but strike the non-scientific outsider, who,
if he could not appreciate the science, might not unnaturally
form but a poor estimate of the usefulness of the Association.
No one of the members winced more under these attacks
than Murchison. Once or twice, indeed, he had written to
an editor either to protest against the spirit of his remarks,
or to correct some error in a statement of fact. Somehow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